
Classroom Connections Grants 

2019-20 Program Overview 

Celebrating ten  years of inspiring meaningful connections with the Arab  world, 

Qatar Foundation International (QFI) is excited to announce our Classroom 

Connections Grant program for the 2019-20 academic year. Classroom Connections 

grants provide supplementary funding for secondary school teachers to take 

student groups on culturally-immersive travel abroad experiences to Qatar. QFI 

believes travel experiences are vastly enhanced by pre-trip virtual exchange 

activities to better engage with the host culture.  In keeping with this mission, 

applicants must implement a virtual exchange program that ties in directly with 

their trip to Qatar. 
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Program Overview 

Classroom Connections grants are intended to support educational student trips to learn more 
about Qatar and the Arab world. Trips may be focused on any academic discipline (language, 
history, music, etc.) so long as trip’s purpose and focus relate to learning about the Arab world. 

Recipients of a Classroom Connections grant are required to plan and implement a virtual 
exchange program in the months leading up to their trip, introducing their students to Qatar 
and adding valuable context to their experience. Grantees are intended to foster a semester- or year-
long virtual exchange program with a partner school in Qatar, both for pre- and post-trip engagement with 
their students. 

 For applicants with no previous experience in virtual exchange, QFI has partnered with 
Participate   to provide a full course on how to plan and implement their own virtual exchange 
program!  

Further details can be found below under the Application Checklist section below.  

Funding 

Secondary school teachers  can be awarded up to $55,000 which can be used towards travel 
costs associated with a student-centered trip to Qatar, including:  

• Pre-trip scouting expedition to Qatar (intended for the leader of the student trip) 
• Program costs (such as guided tours) 
• Airfare 
• Group meals 
• Ground transportation 
• Passport and visa fees 
• Travel insurance 

Examples of non-eligible expenses include: 
• Souvenirs
• Personal spending money
• Personal effects 
• Luggage
• Non-program related travel

Funding for proposed trip groups must include a minimum of at least 10 students. If you have questions 
concerning the eligibility of a particular item, please email us at arabic@qfi.org 

Applicant Eligibility 

Institutions must meet the following criteria in order to be eligible for this grant program: 

• Institutions must be publicly- funded. Schools meeting this criterion are either a: 

§ Public or public charter middle or high school in the US or Canada 
§ State-funded secondary school in the UK 
§ State-funded secondary school in Germany 
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• Trip must include at least one current teacher (teaching at the school) and at least 10
currently enrolled students (at time of application) 

• Trip must take place between February of 2020 and the beginning of the 2020-21 
academic school year 

• Trip must be to Qatar

Grant Conditions 

Grantees who receive funding from QFI will be required to submit the following: 

• A final narrative report, detailing the project and trip experiences 
• A detailed daily itinerary
• A lesson plan/classroom resource relating to their virtual exchange experience 

• Student blogs and photos from the trip, which may be shared on QFI’s public platforms, such
as social media and the QFI website 

• A final financial report 

Application and Review Processes and Deadlines 

To apply for a Classroom Connections grant, you must register for an account on QFI’s Grants 
Management Portal at qfi.fluidreview.com.  

Application open date: Monday, August 20th, 2019. 

Application period close date: Monday, December 1st, 2019 at 11:59 p.m. EST. 

Application Review Process: All submissions will be accepted and reviewed on a rolling basis. 
Applicants will receive an award decision within three weeks of the date of submission. Awards are 
dependent on funding availability.  

How to Apply: 

To apply, you must register in QFI’s Grants Management Portal, FluidReview, at qfi.fluidreview.com. 

• Create a user account and profile
• Upon completing your login credentials and user profile, you will be required to take an

Eligibility Quiz. This series of questions will determine whether you are eligible to apply for this 
program 

• After completing the Eligibility Quiz, please click on the green button at the bottom of your
screen titled “View Grants”. This button will provide you with a list of QFI grants for which you 
can apply. If you are eligible to apply for a Classroom Connections grant, it will show on your
screen. Please click on the “Apply Now” button to begin the application. 

If you do not find yourself eligible and feel there has been an error, please email us at arabic@qfi.org 

Application Checklist 

Applicants will be required to submit the following as part of their application: 

1. Grant Application, outlining a current or proposed virtual exchange program, and how this will 
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tie into the accompanying trip to Qatar 
2. Trip Itinerary, outlining proposed daily activities in Qatar 
3. A Budget Form, outlining anticipated costs and planned funding allocation 

 
Planning a Student Exchange Trip to Qatar 
 

To help with the trip-planning process, we have created a Qatar resource guide which you can access 
here.  
 
This guide includes background information about the State of Qatar, a list of potential partner schools in 
Doha, and a compilation of educational sites in the country. It also provides a sample itinerary and budget 
as well other helpful travel resources.  
 
Additionally, we have also assembled a collection of classroom resources and lesson plans relating to 
Qatar and other countries in the Gulf/Arab Peninsula region. You can access this collection on QFI’s 
online open resource platform, Al Masdar, here. 
 
Setting up a Virtual Exchange Program 
 

• Applicants are free to implement any type of virtual exchange program as long as it ties in 
directly to their proposed trip 

• Applicants with no previous experience in virtual exchange  are encouraged to sign up for 
QFI’s virtual exchange course through Participate, which can be accessed here. 
 

§ Through our Participate course, educators will receive guidance for utilizing virtual 
exchange as a tool to bring diverse, global perspectives into their classroom. By 
implementing virtual exchange as a result of this coursework, educators will help to connect 
students through digital technology and sustained curricular activities. 

 
Contact Information: 
 

Visit qfi.fluidreview.com, contact us at arabic@qfi.org, or call 202–652-0147 ex. 2028 
 
 


