
The Arab World Spotlight Challenge: 
A Creative Response to Film

The Arab World Spotlight (AWS) Challenge invites high school students across the world 
to explore the complex issues of culture, immigration, displacement, discrimination and diversity 
and take action through the creation of a collaborative multimedia project.	

Learning Objectives: 
● Empathy
● Critical thinking
● Collaboration
● Creativity
● Communication

STEP 1 - EDUCATOR ACTION 

Begin by discussing the importance of culture, respect and tolerance with your students. 
Connect with previous study your students may have done with these concepts. For more ideas 
on how to work with these topics, we suggest using resources from the Peace Corps or 
Teaching Tolerance.  

Next, select 2-5 films from the Arab World Playlist and screen them in class. Use the SIFT 
Mindsight Worksheet to help students record the Sensations, Images, Feelings and Thoughts 
that they experienced while watching the films. 

STEP 2 - CRITICAL THINKING 

Use the accompanying Story Guides to explore the issues raised in the films, and to foster class 
discussion. We suggest using Circular Brainstorm (explained below) to guide students to discuss 
topics in small groups and then share thoughts with the whole class. Here is how: 

1. Write four or five questions about the film(s) on separate sheets of large paper. Each
sheet needs to have a different question under discussion.

2. Place each sheet on a separate desk and divide the class into the same number of
groups as sheets of paper. 3-5 students per group is ideal.

3. Each group should discuss the question and record their ideas on the sheet within a
limited time.

4. Once time’s up, the groups to rotate clockwise to the next sheet. The group should read

the ideas generated by the previous group and then add a ✔ to the ideas they agree

with, an ✖ to those ideas they disagree with, and a❓ to those ideas they are not sure

about. They can also add other ideas or amend existing ones. *Each group should have



 

a different colored marker which they keep with them. In this way, specific comments 

can be attributed to the correct group. 
5. Continue this rotation until each group returns to its original position. Each group can 

then give feedback to the class on the key ideas generated.  
	
During these discussions, make special note of what topics raised by the films seem to be of 
most interest to your students. Hopefully this will lead to natural working groups to take the 
AWS Challenge!  
 
STEP 3 - CREATIVE ACTION 
 
Students plan and initiate their own collaborative multimedia project. Each group devises a 
creative photo-montage or digital story about one of the film’s social issues. Students should 
research their chosen topic and understand the cultural aspects of it. They should also make a 
personal connection to the story, demonstrating in what ways they can empathize with the 
subject.  
 
The AWS Challenge calls on students to create a multimedia response to what they have 
learned by watching SIMA films. Possibilities for these projects range from Public Service 
Announcements to artistic responses, to an educational video. Possible platforms to use include:	
Kizoa, Smilebox, or Padlet. All ideas and entries will be considered! Students may use this 
guide: Creating a GREAT Multimedia Project, which includes the judges rubric!  
 
STEP 4 - COLLECTIVE ACTION 
 
Students should exhibit their creative pieces to the class, their school and their broader 
communities, as well as on social media. 
 
Consider organizing a public event in which the films and the creative responses are shown to a 
larger audience. (To obtain a public film screening license write to michael@simastudios.org).  
 
Educators should focus the evaluation on impact, production quality and overall understanding 
of the issue. This project aims to raise awareness and make change regarding discrimination, 
stereotyping and prejudice. It is our hope that deeper understanding of the Arab World can be 
sought and experienced by shining a spotlight on the stories of Arab people. 
 
To Submit Student Work: 
  
Student work should be submitted to connectedcommunities@qfi.org before Monday, 
December 2nd, 2019 to participate in the AWS Challenge. Winners will be announced on 
Monday, December 9th, 2019. 
 
Submissions should be no longer than 3 minutes, and must contain all original or copyright free 
images and audio. Students who work in groups should identify the roles played by each 
member (narrator, editor, etc). Students should submit a statement about their work which 



 

describes their inspiration, what they learned, what impact they hope their response will have, 
etc). Please use this AWS Challenge Rubric for detailed expectations. 
 
A panel of experts in education, media and Arab studies will review and rank each multimedia 
piece and students will receive feedback on their work. Winners will be featured on QFI’s 
website, highlighted in social media and organizational events. 
	
General Lesson Duration:  
 
The timeline can range from two weeks to two months to allow ample time for research into the 
issue associated with the film’s topic, production and presentations of the exhibit.  
 
Bonus Options:  
 
Work with a partner class to build cross cultural communication skills such as active listening, 
respect and social awareness, while taking advantage of students’ natural curiosity to know 
each other. This is an ideal circumstance for motivating and inspiring students to learn the 
complex, but critical endeavor of collaboration and cross-cultural communication. Learn more 
about Virtual Exchange opportunities on the Resource’s list below. 

 
Benefits: 

● Understanding and critically evaluating a social issue part of today’s global affairs 
● Exercising self-reflection skills 
● Creative group brainstorming 
● Student collaboration 
● Learning how to structure and execute a collective endeavor 
● Exercising presentation and communication skills 
● Understanding and participating in democratic processes 

 
Suggested Films:  

● Arab World Spotlight Playlist 
 
Suggested Resources:  
 

● Photomontage: What is it and how to create one yourself?  

● Teaching the Art of Collaboration 

● Media Education Lab Guide 

● Qatar Foundation International  

● Aber Virtual Exchange  
● The Refugee Story Circle 
● Teaching Multimedia Collaboration 

 
Global Competency Standards: 



This lesson plan aligns with Global Competency standards, including: 

Global Competence Assessment  – PISA 

Global competence is the capacity to: analyze global and intercultural issues critically and from 
multiple perspectives, to understand how differences affect perceptions, judgments, and ideas 
of self and others, and to engage in open, appropriate and effective interactions with others 
from different backgrounds on the basis of a shared respect for human dignity. 

Knowledge 

● Knowledge and understanding of global issues
● Intercultural knowledge and understanding
● Analytical and critical thinking

Skills 

● Ability to interact respectfully, appropriately and effectively
● Empathy
● Flexibility

Attitudes 

● Openness towards people from other cultures
● Respect for cultural otherness
● Global-mindedness
● Responsibility

Global Competence – Asia Society, Center for Global Education 

1. Investigate the world beyond their immediate environment, framing significant problems
and conducting well-crafted and age-appropriate research.

2. Recognize perspectives, others’ and their own, articulating and explaining such
perspectives thoughtfully and respectfully.

3. Communicate ideas effectively with diverse audiences, bridging geographic, linguistic,
ideological, and cultural barriers.

4. Take action to improve conditions, viewing themselves as players in the world and
participating reflectively.

US Common Core Standards: 
● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of

conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.



● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word
parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic
and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to
comprehension or expression.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays
of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.9 and CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9: Integrate
Knowledge and ideas.




