
Students!  
Get your free membership to  

Social Impact Media Awards (SIMA) 
and take the 

Arab World Spotlight Challenge 

QFI has partnered with SIMA Classroom to sponsor The Arab World Spotlight Challenge. 
Choose from 14 award-winning short documentaries and VR experiences about Arab 
cultures and/or in Arabic language and submit an artistic response in any digital 
multimedia form you choose. Five winners will be celebrated!  

SIMA Classroom is called “Netflix for education” because this media streaming platform 
contains over 160 amazing movies and VR experiences made by independent film 
makers and changemakers from all over the world for an audience of students like you! 

Five winners will be selected.
All submissions due on April 17, 2020

Winners will be announced April 24, 2020
Send submissions (link or zip file) to: connectedcommunities@qfi.org 
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How do you take the Challenge? 
Watch- Respond- Create- Submit! 

After reviewing some films on the Arab World Spotlight playlist, choose any film that impacted 
you. It can be related to a topic from school curriculum, or whatever compels you. 

Next, create a multimedia piece that describes your connection to the film. You might conduct 
interviews with peers, family members or community members. You might create a montage of 
images, evoking more of an emotional or artistic response. Creativity will be highly valued, and 
you are encouraged to be imaginative and experimental. 

How do you WIN the Challenge?  
Film experts from QFI and SIMA Studios will select winners based on the following criteria: 

1. Submissions are on time: must be received by 12:00 midnight ET on April 17th.
2. Multimedia piece may use any digital medium and must be no longer then 3 minutes.
3. Multimedia piece must use all original and/or copyright-free images and music.
4. Multimedia piece should demonstrate creativity, empathy and global awareness.
5. Multimedia piece must respond to the content of the film, these questions:

• How do you relate or connect with the film in your everyday life?
• Did the film break any stereotypes, change the way you thought or something that you 

knew about the Arab World?
• Did the film inspire you to change in any way?
• Why do you think others should watch the film?

6. Students may work alone or collaborate with peers.
7. State the name of the film you watched somewhere in your multimedia piece and give a 

brief description of the film so that your audience will know what it is about.
Optional: Use Story Guide questions to inspire the message in your piece. 

What will you win?
 Five winning submissions will receive: 
• A feature on QFI social media channels.
• $25 Gift Card
• Your teacher will win a year’s subscription to SIMA Classroom for the next academic year.

Questions? 
Contact us at connectedcommunities@qfi.org or call 202–618-3868. 




