
   

 

   

 

                                   

   CALL FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS 

 
Qatar Foundation International (QFI) has traditionally focused on grant making and programming to 
support the teaching and learning of Arabic. Leveraging the work, experience, and expertise it has 
accumulated over the past 11 years, QFI now seeks to create a research agenda that explores issues 
related to the teaching and learning of Arabic in state funded primary and secondary schools globally.   

  
QFI is committed to promoting the teaching of Arabic in a communicative way, one that supports the 
various modes of communication (interpersonal, interpretive, presentational, and intercultural). We 
support classrooms demonstrating traits of 21st-century skills and global competency in action – 
classrooms that are interactive, student-centered, and encourage critical thinking. When it comes to 
teaching Arabic centered on this communicative approach, QFI views Arabic as one language that 
encompasses all its varieties. This approach reflects the integration that happens naturally for a native 
Arabic speaker. Teachers should keep in mind how communicative tasks and functions are performed in a 
real-world context and strive to introduce contextually appropriate language.  Working globally, we 
understand each context is unique, and as such applicability of this approach must be catered 
to specific locations and education systems.    

  
To contribute to the dearth of literature, this QFI Call for Research Proposals focuses specifically on these 
topics in primary and secondary schools. Below are some initial guiding questions to help formulate your 
research questions. These are merely starting points and are not meant to be exhaustive or limiting.   

 
TEACHING ARABIC AS A GLOBAL LANGUAGE 

• How do native and non-native teachers compare along various dimensions such as beliefs, 
practices, training, experiences, etc. How can we maximize the benefits of student exposure to 
native and non-native teachers and role models?  

• What are characteristics of highly effective and ineffective teachers?  

• How are teachers making decisions about what type of Arabic to teach in their classrooms?  

• How can an integrated approach promote Arabic language and learning?   

• How are integrated approaches being implemented in Arabic curricula and classrooms? And what 
are the results (short and long-term)?  

• How do teachers approach teaching when heritage learners come from diverse backgrounds? 
What about classes where learners with no previous exposure to Arabic are mixed with heritage 



 

 

learners? How do teachers approach such contexts? What are the teachers’ instructional / 
curricular needs?  

• How does this approach to teaching at the secondary level impact the ‘speed bump’ into higher 
education? How are students who are exposed to both a dialect and MSA experience 
learning Arabic at the university level?  

  
The Ideal candidate (candidates who do not meet all these criteria are still encouraged to apply):  

• Is an established researcher with demonstrated prior experience designing and setting up 
studies on language teaching and learning,  

• Has published on language teaching and learning,  

• Has an affiliation with a college / university, Local Education Agency, or school district, 

• Demonstrates how they will leverage this funding with matching real or in-kind support, 

• Has had experience teaching Arabic, or someone on the team is / was an Arabic teacher at the 
primary or secondary level.  

  
Award recipients are expected to:  

• Submit a final report of the research that includes key recommendations for the field based on 
research. This report must use the American Psychological Association (APA) citation style 
(http://www.apastyle.org/);  

• Co-own (with QFI) all the data collected using award funds.  

• Credit QFI in all future publications where this data is used.  
  

Proposals will be judged on the following criteria:  

1. Knowledge and experience of the researcher/research team.  

2. Relevance/significance of the research.   

3. Approach/Methodology (including access to research subjects and any required clearances for 
research).   

4. Possible implications for your findings for teachers and schools & how those will be disseminated 
(white papers; policy implications; guiding principles; etc.); and   

5. A clear budget.  
  

Award recipients must demonstrate the following in their application:  

• Experience and capacity to deliver the research within a timeframe, scope of work, and budget.  

• Knowledge of the issues connected to the teaching of Arabic or languages.   

• Relevance of their proposed study to the greater field (demonstrating understanding of the 
existing literature) & practical implementation of their findings for primary and secondary Arabic 
teachers.   

• Experience in designing and conducting research and providing concise reports and 
information that are tangible and applicable for schools and educators.   
 

http://www.apastyle.org/


 

 

  
Complete submissions must include:  

• Fully completed application (see below)  

• Brief review of the literature (articles, books etc.) relevant to the research. This should be no 
more than 2 pages, can take the form of an annotated bibliography and should demonstrate 
familiarity with relevant research and clearly indicate the proposed theoretical framework.   

• CVs of all researchers/individuals involved in the proposed research project.  

• Demonstration of Human Subjects Approval or how you will gain appropriate approval.  
 

 

TIMELINE 

Award recipients will work closely with and receive support from QFI on their research design (including all 
tools being created/used) and participant recruitment (this includes access to any QFI resources, 
network, and previous data). Award recipients will receive 75% of the total approved amount at the start 
of their research. Final research reports and financial expenditures will be due, and the remaining 25% of 
the total approved amount will be disbursed upon the receipt and approval of this final reporting.   

 

APPLICATION 
Knowledge & Experience   

a. Please describe your knowledge and experience in the area for which you are submitting this 
proposal. Demonstrate how your knowledge, experience and contacts will aid you in the delivery 
of this research (max 750 words).  

b. Please provide a sample of research you have conducted within the last 3 years (max 500 words).  
 

Relevance & Significance    
Please describe how this proposed research contributes to the existing body of literature, how it is 
significant, and/or why it is needed (max 750 words).  

  
Approach & Methodology   
Please describe how you would approach this research (max 750 words). Make sure to:  

• Articulate a clear research question or questions. Show how you will answer your 
articulated research question(s). Specify the methodology and tools you envision designing 
& utilizing. Include a description of data collection and analysis.  

• Briefly describe possible limitations.  

• Please be sure to include a timeline of your research.  
 

 

 

 

 

Monday, September 27, 2021 Research Proposals due 

Monday, October 18, 2021 Award letters sent out 



 

 

 

 
Budget 
 

Sample budget  
Personnel for Research & Writing   
For all personnel, please include CVs of each individual who will be paid from award funds.  
 

  Activity        Time Period    Rate*    Calculation Total 

 Researcher   30 hours    $16.50 per hour     30 x 16.50    $495 
          
TOTAL          

 
Travel 

Activity  Brief Description Calculation Total 

School Visits   
Location 1  

    Local Taxis or Car Rental  
        or Gas Mileage   

    

School Visits   
Location 2  

Airfare; Lodging;  
Ground Transport; Per Diem   

    

School Visits Location 3  Airfare; Lodging; 
 Ground Transport; Per Diem  

    

School Visits Location 4  Airfare; Lodging;  
Ground Transport; Per Diem  

    

        
TOTAL       

  

 
Cost Share 

Description  Cost Total  
   

   

   

      

TOTAL      
  

Other** 

  

Description   Cost Total  
 

    

      
      

TOTAL      

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
TOTAL BUDGET  

Total Personnel    
Total Travel    
Total Other    
TOTAL BUDGET   

Total Cost 
 Share Contribution   

  

  
*QFI requires documentation on rates. This could be from the college or university, Local Education Agency, or school district.  
**Please note QFI will not pay for research equipment, software, hardware, etc. Upon receiving an award, however, exceptions 
could be made for any specialty equipment needed for a specific study. Any exceptions must be pre-approved by QFI and will be 
beyond award monies granted.  

  

 
HOW TO APPLY  

  
To submit a proposal, you must register on QFI’s Grants Management Portal, SM Apply, at qfi.smapply.org. 
Please create a user account and profile. Upon completing your login credentials and user profile, you will 
be prompted to take an Eligibility Quiz. This series of questions will help determine whether you are 
eligible to submit a proposal. After completing the Eligibility Quiz, you will be able to see the programs for 
which you may be eligible.  Should you have any questions regarding the application process, please 
contact Carine Allaf, Senior Programs Advisor, callaf@qfi.org.  

 
About QFI 
  
Qatar Foundation International (QFI) is an educational organization committed to advancing Arabic 
language teaching and learning. QFI supports innovative, research-based Arabic language programs in 
state funded primary and secondary schools and works to increase access to Arabic instruction for 
educators and students around the world.  

  
QFI currently supports programs in Austria, Canada, Germany, Ireland, Qatar, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States. QFI operational headquarters is in Washington, DC.  
QFI began operations in 2009 and is a member of the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and 
Community Development.  

  

http://qfi.smapply.org/
mailto:callaf@qfi.org

